THE   CAREER   OF   D.   D.   HOME

the mists will clear and we will chart the shadowy
coast. When the needle first sprang up at the magnet
it was not an infraction of the laws of gravity. It was
that there had been the local intervention of another
stronger force. Such is the case also when psychic
powers act upon the plane of matter. Had Home's
faith in this power faltered, or had his circle been un-
duly disturbed, he would have fallen. When Peter
lost faith he sank into the waves. Across the cen-
turies the same cause still produced the same effect.
Spiritual power is ever with us if we do not avert our
faces, and nothing has been vouchsafed to Judaea
which is withheld from England.

It is in this respect, as a confirmation of the power
of the unseen, and as a final answer to materialism as
we now understand it, that Home's public career is
of such supreme importance. He was an affirmative
witness of the truth of those so-called " miracles "
which have been the stumbling-block for so many
earnest minds, and are now destined to be the strong
solid proof of the accuracy of the original narrative.
Millions of doubting souls in the agony of spiritual
conflict had cried out for definite proof that all was
not empty space around us, that there were powers
beyond our grasp, that the ego was not a mere secre-
tion of nervous tissue, and that the dead did really
carry on their personal unbroken existence. All this
was proved by this greatest of modern missionaries to
anyone who could observe or reason. It is easy to
poke superficial fun at rising tables and quivering
walls, but they were the nearest and most natural

2O3